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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney Mr. Lester Vincent on 6/29/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A method for selecting a group of bidders for a 
current bidding event to auction a lot having one or more items, said method 
comprising: 

Identifying a prior bidding event having occurred before said current bidding 
event, wherein said prior bidding event includes a plurality of contact events for each 
bidder participating in said prior bidding event; 

further identifying one or nrrore participating bidders for said prior bidding event; 

quantifying participation of each identified bidder in each of said plurality of 
contact events for said prior bidding event, thereby generating a corresponding 
participation score for each said identified bidder; 

prioritizing using prioritizing software the identified bidders in a first descending 
order based on said corresponding participation score, thereby generating a first 
prioritized list of bidders; 
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selecting said group of bidders for said current bidding event from said first 
prioritized list of bidders; 

further identifying each bid-in event for said prior bidding event, wherein each 
said bid-in event is one of said plurality of contact events and relates to bids received 
from one or more identified bidders during said prior bidding event; 

obtaining a corresponding rank for each said identified bidder for each said bid-in 
event in which said identified bidder has participated; 

quantifying each corresponding rank for each said identified bidder for each said 
bid-in event in which said identified bidder has participated, thereby generating a 
corresponding competitiveness score for each said identified bidder; 

prioritizing usina prioritizing software the identified bidders in a second 
descending order based on said corresponding competitiveness score, thereby 
generating a second prioritized list of bidders; and 

selecting said group of bidders for said current bidding event from at least one of 
said first prioritized list of bidders and said second prioritized list of bidders. 

Claims 9-19 (currently canceled) 



Claims 24-27 (currently canceled) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 4-8 and 21-23 are allowed. Claims 4 and 21 are independent. Claims 5-8 
are dependencies of claim 4, and claims 22-23 are dependencies of claim 21 . 



Reasons for Allowance 

3 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



Claims 4-8 & 21-23 



The prior art of record neither anticipates nor renders obvious a method for 
selecting a group of bidders for a current bidding event to auction a lot having one or 
more items comprising, inter alia, as a whole identifying a prior bidding event having 
occurred before said current bidding event, wherein said prior bidding event includes a 
pluralitv of contact events for each bidder participating in said prior bidding event , 
further identifying one or more participating bidders for said prior bidding event, 
quantifying participation of each identified bidder in each of said plurality of contact 
events for said prior bidding event, thereby generating a corresponding participation 
score for each said identified bidder, prioritizing using prioritizing software the identified 
bidders in a first descending order based on said corresponding participation score, 
therebv generating a first prioritized list of bidders, selecting said group of bidders for 
said current bidding event from said first prioritized list of bidders , further identifying 
each bid-in event for said prior bidding event, wherein each said bid-in event is one of 
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said plurality of contact events and relates to bids received from one or more identified 
bidders during said prior bidding event, obtaining a corresponding rank for each said 
identified bidder for each said bid-in event in which said identified bidder has 
participated, ouantifving each con^espondino rank for each said identified bidder for 
each said bid-in event in which said identified bidder has participated, thereby 
generating a corresponding competitiveness score for each said identified bidder. 
Prioritizing using prioritizing software the identified bidders in a second descending 
order based on said corresponding competitiveness score, therebv generating a second 
Prioritized list of bidders, and selecting said group of bidders for said current bidding 
event from at least one of said first prioritized list of bidders and said second prioritized 
list of bidders (see independent claim 4 ). 

4. Since the language and limitations of claim 21 are closely parallel to those of 
claim 4, the rationale for reasons for allowance for claim 21 is same as for claim 4. 

Since claims 5-8 and 22-23 are dependencies of claims 4 and 21 respectively, 
the rationale for reasons for allowance for these dependencies is same as for claim 4. 

5. Discussion of most relevant prior art: 

The following references have been identified as most relevant prior art to the 
claimed invention(s). 

The most closely applicable prior art of record is referred to Kotas (US 
Publication 2002/0002526 ) used in the eariier Office action mailed on 1/30/2006 . Kotas 
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teaches a method and apparatus for selecting prospective bidders for a selected 
auction based upon the bidders' histories. For a particular selected auction the system 
obtains a list of bidders that have already bid for the selected auction and this list of 
bidders the system identifies the other previous auctions in which these bidders have 
also bid and then from each identified auction select those bidders who have still not bid 
for the selected auction and then sends e-mail messages to the selected bidders for 
promoting the selected auction (see at least Abstract, paragraphs 0012-0015 and Figs. 
1-4). However, Kotas alone or in combination with another prior art fails to render 
obvious the application's above-mentioned underlined unique features(s) 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(I) US Publication 2002/0099643 A1 to Abeshouse et al. teaches a method 
and a system for rewarding bidders in auctions based upon their participation history 
and their ranks in terms of prices bid by them (see at least paragraphs 0079-0091 and 
Figs 7,9 and 10). Based upon the bidders' participation history and their ranking they 
are rewarded by providing more information about other bids placed in an ongoing 
auction in the market. However, Abeshouse, alone or in combination with another prior 
art fails to render obvious the application's above-mentioned underiined unique 
features(s) 
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7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh C. Garg whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6756. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-4:00). 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ 
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